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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  MAIDSTONE 


Central  Health  Department, 
13  Tonbridge  Road, 
Maidstone. 

Telephone :  Maidstone  4o72 


Public  Health  Department, 
26  Tonbridge  Road, 
Maidstone . 

Telephone:  Maidstone  51163 


To:  The  Chairman  and  Members  of  Maidstone  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr,  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  seventh  Annual  Report  on 
the  health  of  the  Rural  District  of  Maidstone. 

The  outstanding  feature  of  infectious  diseases  during  1963 
was  the  outbreak  of  Sonne  dysentery  which  occured  throughout  the 
area  in  the  late  Spring  and  Summer.  There  were  a  large  number  of 
cases  in  the  district,  and  in  Maidstone  Rural  District  the  number 
amounted  to  67 •  This  did  involve,  of  course,  a  great  deal  of 
investigation  on  the  part  of  the  Public  Health  Department,  and  as 
you  will  see  from  the  pages  which  follow  a  very  high  number  of 
visits  had  to  be  paid  in  order  to  try  to  curtail  this  outbreak. 

With  the  small  number  of  staff  available  this  threw  a 
very  heavy  burden  on  the  Public  Health  Inspectors  and  it  is  of 
great  credit  to  them  that  very  little  of  the  routine  work  ha.d  to 
be  laid  aside.  This  is  a  disease  which  although  usually  minor 
in  character  causes  a  lot  of  dislocation  of  school  and  economic 
life,  and  can  be  very  troublesome  in  its  persistence. 

We  were  fortunate  not  to  have  had  any  poliomyelitis  or 
diphtheria  during  the  year,  but  as  I  have  said  so  many  times 
before,  this  is  not  a  question  for  complacency,  but  should  be  one 
of  determination  by  immunisation  to  maintain  this  standard  of 
freedom  from  infection.  It  is  all  the  more  disappointing  that 
the  total  response  to  poliomyelitis  vaccination  is  still  far 
below  what  it  could  be,  as  this  is  now  a  disease  which  it  is 
quite  reasonable  to  expect  could  be  banished  altogether  from 
our  midst.  Means  are  available  for  our  use  if  only  the  public 
could  be  persuaded  to  take  them  up. 

The  total  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  is  still  high, 
although  not  reaching  the  average  figure  for  the  past  ten  years. 
There  has  been  little  change  in  the  distribution  of  cancer 
according  to  sites  except  in  the  cases  of  cancer  of  the  lung 
which  this  year  amounted  to  15  cases  (all  males)  as  compared 
with  6  last  year. 

The  distribution  according  to  age  groups  remains  fairly 
constant  and  is  concentrated  in  the  period  of  middle  life  and  old 
age.  We  have  not  yet  seen  in  this  area  something  which  is 
appearing  to  be  more  and  more  common  throughout  the  country, 
that  is  the  extension  of  cancer  mortality  into  the  younger  age 
groups. 


Although  only  one  case  of  food  poisoning  occurred  during 
the  year  it  still  behoves  us  to  pay  particular  attention  to  the 
supervision  of  hygiene  in  food  shops  and  in  catering  establishments. 
This  requires  a  considerable  vigilance  and  it  is  something  which 
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X  would  wish  to  see  extended  into  the  population  generally 
so  that  individuals  paid  a  great  deal  of  care  to  personal 
hygiene  in  order  that  the  first  defence  against  the  setting 
up  of  a  chain  of  infection  could  be  established. 

Throughout  the  year  I  have  had  the  wholehearted 
co-operation  of  Mr. White,  your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector, 
and  Mr. Elliott  the  Additional  Public  Health  Inspector.  We 
now  also  have  a  further  Inspector,  Mr  Barrow,  whose  assistance 
has  greatly  helped  in  the  work  of  the  Department. 

The  assumption  of  responsibility  for  the  cleansing 
services  in  April  19&3  ^as  added  to  the  scope  of  the  services 
carried  out  in  your  name  by  the  Public  Health  Department,  and 
without  this  additional  help  we  should  have  found  the  situation 
even  more  difficult  to  cope  with. 

I  am  grateful  to  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Public 
Health  Committee,  and  indeed  to  the  whole  Council,  who  have 
always  given  me  their  full  support. 

The  other  Officers  of  the  Council  have  also  co-operated 
with  the  work  of  the  Department,  and  I  am  grateful  for  their 
assistance. 


I  have  the  Honour  to  be, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 
Your  obedient  Servant, 

F.  H.  M.  DUMMER 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


l6th.  June,  1964. 
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STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  (in  acres)  .  •  . . . .  . ;  . .  ,,  3^1^87 

Estimated  resident  population  (1963) .  21,750 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (according  to  rate  books) 

at  the  end  of  1963 . .  7*207 

Rateable  Value  at  the  end  of  1963  . .  £237*503 

Sum  represented  by  a  penny  rate  ..  ..  . .  . .  £2,358 


EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS. 


Male 

Female 

Total 

Live  Births . . 

220 

206 

426 

Live  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

crude 

- 

19.58 

corrected  - 

21.14 

Illegitimate  live  births  per  cent  of  total  live 

births 

4.69 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Stillbirths  ..  ..  . . 

2 

5 

7 

Stillbirth  rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births 

16.16 

Total  live  and  still  births  . .  . . 

433 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Infant  deaths  (deaths  under  1  year) 

3 

5 

8 

Total  infant  deaths  per  1,000  total  live  births 

a  • 

18.77 

Legitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

legitimate  live 

births 

•  ♦ 

12.31 

Illegitimate  infant  deaths  per  1,000 

illegitimate  live 

births 

•  • 

150.00 

Neo~natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under 

4  weeks 

per  1,000  total 

live  births) 

16.43 

Early  neo-natal  mortality  rate  (deaths  under  1 

week 

per  1,000  total 

live  births) 

16.43 

Perinatal  mortality  rate  (stillbirths  and  deaths 

under  1  week  combined  per 

1,000  total  live  and  stillbirths)  32.33 


Maternal  mortality  (including  abortion)  .  Nil 

Rate  per  1,000  total  live  and  still  births  .... 

Male  Female  Total 

Deaths .  159  171  330 

Death  rate  per  1,000  population  crude  15*17 

corrected  10.77 

Death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  ..  ..  ..  . .  . .  12.2 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES  IN  THE  AREA 


School  Health  Service 


The  School  Health  Service  with  school  inspections  and 
clinics,  the  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Service  and  the  Domiciliary 
Midwifery  Service,  are  now  administered  by  the  Kent  County  Council 
and  are  controlled  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

Hospitals 

The  hospitals  are  administered  by  the  Mid  Kent  Hospital 
Management  Committee  and  the  South  Eastern  Metropolitan  Regional 
Hospital  Board.  The  services  of  the  consultant  staff  are 
available  at  the  West  Kent  General  Hospital,  and  the  Kent  County 
Ophthalmic  and  Aural  Hospital.  Available  also  is  Preston  Hall 
Hospital  and  use  is  made  by  patients  from  the  Maidstone  area  of 
the  hospitals  in  the  Tunbridge  Wells  area,  particularly  Pembury 
and  the  Kent  and  Sussex  Hospital. 


Additional  beds  are  in  use  at  Linton  Hospital. 

There  is  now  no  infectious  diseases  hospital  in  this  area, 
and  cases  in  the  meantime  have  to  be  sent  primarily  to  Joyce  Green 
Hospital,  Dartford,  which  entails  a  fairly  long  journey.  Although 
representation  has  been  made  to  the  Regional  Hospital  Board  on  this 
question,  there  is  very  little  likelihood  of  improved  facilities 
for  infectious  diseases  being  available  for  this  area  before  the 
new  district  hospital-  scheduled  for  after  1970  -  is  built  in  the 
Maidstone  area.  This  will,  it  is  understood,  include  a  wing  for 
infectious  diseases. 

Since  the  publication  by  the  Ministry  of  Health  in  1962  of 
MA  Hospital  Plan  for  England  and  Wales”,  many  discussions  have 
taken  place  on  local  requirements,  and  at  the  present  time  the 
whole  subject  is  under  continuous  review.  It  has,  however,  been 
decided  to  support  the  Minister  of  Health's  proposal  that  the  site 
of  the  new  district  hospital  should  be  at  Preston  Hall. 

Domestic  Help  Service 


This  service  is  administered  by  the  County  Council  and  is 
of  great  value  in  providing  care  for  aged  and  disabled  patients  and 
thus  relieving  pressure  on  the  available  hospital  beds.  I  often 
find  that  by  the  judicious  use  of  this  service,  elderly  people  are 
given  the  advantage  of  essential  domestic  help,  thereby  tiding  them 
over  a  difficulty  which,  in  other  circumstances,  would  undoubtedly 
require  hospitalisation. 

It  is  surprising  to  find  such  a  large  number  of  elderly 
people  with  no  near  relatives,  and  often,  I  am  sorry  to  say, 
relatives  who  are  unwilling  to  help  out  at  this  dependant  stage  of 
life. 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


ANALYSIS  IN  AGE  GROUPS 


1  ■», 

j  I 

DISEASE  1 

1  ! 

1 

Under 

1 

1-2 

i 

3-4 

f 

1 

5-9 

; 

10-14 

15-24 

25-45' 

46-65 

1 

66  & 
over 

TOTAL 

j 

1 

1  Scarlet  fever 

- 

- 

1 

3 

1 

- 

- 

- 

5 

Whooping  cough 

2 

4 

3 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

j 

Measles  j 

10 

47 

97 

l8o 

22 

2 

2 

- 

- 

360 

■ 

Poliomyelitis 

1 

- 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Diphtheria 

— 

- 

— 

- 

- 

- 

!  Smallpox 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

i Meningococcal  infections 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

!  Encephalitis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Dysentery 

I 

4 

4 

20 

10 

9 

15 

5 

- 

67 

i 

|  Ophthalmia  neonatorum 

** 

i 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

I 

j  Puerperal  pyrexia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

|  Pneumonia 

j 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

1 

2 

5 

|  Paratyphoid  fevers 

I 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

Food  Poisoning 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 1 

Erysipelas 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1  ! 

1 

1  Malaria 

- 

- 

- 

- 

•m 

- 

- 

- 

i 

i 

1 

Anthrax 

_ 

f 

" 

- 

- 

: 

- 

1 

j 

1 

1 

1 

! 

“ — "  ■■■ 

TOTALS 

!  13 

1 

! 

55 

105 

206 

34 

12 

19 

_ 

6 

2 

452  ! 

1963  was  a  year  of  high  epidemicity  of  measles,  the  total  number 
of  cases  notified  being  360  as  compared  with  73  in  1962.  The  number 
of  cases  of  scarlet  fever  was  again  quite  low  at  3  as  compared  with  8 

in  1962. 


The  disease  of  major  importance  during  the  year  was  Sonne  dysentery 
which  amounted  to  67  cases  but  involved  quite  a  disproportionate  amount 
of  investigation  of  instances  which  were  reported  but  which  did  not  turn 
out  to  be  dysentery.  The  number  of  visits  paid  by  the  Public  Health 
Inspectors  in  connection  with  this  outbreak  was  very  high,  the  total 
number  of  visits  for  infectious  diseases  as  a  whole  amounting  to  8o5* 

The  disease  fortunately  was  of  a  mild  character  and  not  many  problems 
were  encountered  in  the  outbreak  which  lasted  from  the  late  Spring 
throughout  the  Summer. 
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INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 


MONTHLY  DISTRIBUTION 


DISEASE 


Scarlet  fever 

looping,  cough 

Measles 

Poliomyelitis 

Diphtheria 

Smallpox 

Meningococcal  infections 

Encephalitis 

Dysentery 

Ophthalmia  neonatorum 
Puerperal  pyrexia 
Pneumonia 
Paratyphoid  fevers 
Pood  Poisoning 
Erysipelas 


LOO 


Malaria 

I 

Anthrax 


!>s 
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3 

s 


100 
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91 


97 
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51 
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1 
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55 
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62 


64 
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21 


36 


59 
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16 


22 


40 
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11 

360 
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67 
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POLIOMYELITIS  VACCINATION 


The  following  are  the  poliomyelitis  vaccination  figures  for 
1963  based  on  the  return  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Year 

1 

2  Injections 
(SALK) 

3rd  Dose 
(SALK  and  ORAL/ 

> 

4th  Dose 
(SALK  and  ORAL) 

j 

3  ORALS 

Complete  Course  ! 

i 

229 

1963 

1 

53 

1962 

8 

219 

1961 

13 

31 

1957  -  I960 

1 

7 

20 

1943  -  1956 

1 

12 

1933  -  1942 

2 

7 

47 

Others 

1 

18 

14 

TOTALS 

5 

54 

229 

1 

396  j 

I 

1 

During  the  year  450  people  completed  a  course  of  poliomyelitis 
vaccination  either  the  full  oral  course  or  the  combined  Salk  and 
oral  course.  In  addition  229  school  children  had  their  fourth 
immunisation  against  the  disease. 

Since  the  beginning  of  immunisation  against  poliomyelitis, 

8,l88  people  have  been  given  the  protection  afforded  by  this 
vaccine,  representing  approximately  4o  per  cent  of  the  district, 
ignoring  the  age  barrier  of  4o  years.  This  may  seem  a  high  degree 
of  protection,  but  when  one  realises  the  ease  with  which  this 
vaccine  is  given  (oral  vaccine  is  now  the  one  of  choice)  there  is 
no  reason  why  it  should  not  be  100  per  cent  throughout  your  district. 

This  is  a  disease  which,  with  the  new  vaccine,  could  and 
should  be  eliminated  completely  from  the  community,  and  one  is  at 
some  pains  to  try  to  understand  why  the  public  response  is  not 
wholehearted. 
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WHOOPING  COUGH  IMMUNISATION 


The  following  table  shows  the  whooping  cough  immunisation 
figures  for  1963*  based  on  the  return  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 


Year  of  Birth 

Whooping  cough  immunisation 

(Singly  or  in  combination) 
Primary 

1963 

149 

1962 

J 

156  j 

1961 

10 

I960 

1 

1959 

Nil 

1954  -  1958 

4  i 

1949  -  1953 

Nil 

TOTAL 

320  1 

1 

_ _ : 

The  number  of  immunisations  undertaken  in  1963  rose 
considerably  from  246  in  1962  to  320  in  the  current  year. 

This  is  a  disease  which  must  always  be  regarded  seriously 
in  early  infancy  and  every  opportunity  should  be  taken  of  the 
facilities  offered. 
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SMALLPOX  VACCINATION 


The  following  table  shows  the  smallpox  vaccination  figures 
for  1963 ,  based  on  the  return  submitted  to  the  Ministry  of  Health. 


Owing  to  the  new  arrangements  made  by  Kent  County  Council, 
the  following  figures  are  the  only  statistics  now  available  on 
smallpox  vaccination. 


1 

PRIMARY  VACCINATION 

1  YEAR 

1 

RE-VACCINATION 

SCHOOL  AGE  BUT  UNDER  8  YEARS 

53 

The  records  of  vaccinations  supplied  now  by  the  County 
Council  are  only  those  which  apply  to  primary  vaccinations 
carried  out  under  the  County  Council's  own  arrangements,  and 
re-vaccinations  carried  out  between  the  ages  of  5  and  8  years. 

I  am  therefore  not  in  a  position  to  know  the  total 
numbers  in  either  category.  The  statistics,  although  they 
are  submitted  to  you,  are  in  my  opinion  not  of  much  value, 
but  they  are  presented  to  you  merely  because  they  are  a  return 
which  is  sent  to  me  by  the  County  Medical  Officer. 

I  would,  however,  stress  that  it  is  of  value  to  have 
infants  vaccinated  against  smallpox,  and  for  people  who  are 
going  abroad  to  maintain  their  state  of  protection  by 
re-vaccination  at  intervals  of  three  years. 
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DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNISATION 


The  following  table  shows  the  diphtheria  immunisation 
figures  for  1963 ,  based  on  the  return  submitted  to  the  Ministry 
of  Health. 


( 

;  Year  of  Birth 

j - 

—  - - —  . . . — - - ; 

Diphtheria  Immunisation  ; 

(Singly  or  in  combination)  ! 

Primary 

... 

Reinforcing 

!  1963 

j 

150 

I 

j  1962 

158 

i 

4 

1961 

11 

25 

I960 

1 

20 

i 

1959 

- 

7 

1954  -  1958 

5 

112 

1949  -  1953 

- 

1 

-  -- j 

TOTALS 

1 

325 

169 

< 

1 

The  combined  total  for  protection  against  diphtheria  has 
risen  from  463  in  1962  to  494  in  1963*  In  both  years  the 
figures  are  relatively  high.  This  is  a  very  welcome  trend 
indeed  since  it  is  only  by  the  maintenance  of  a  high  degree 
of  immunity  that  the  population  in  general  can  be  protected 
against  this  grave  disease, 

The  figures,  however,  do  not  lead  one  to  a  feeling  of 
complacency,  since  the  school  population  who  could  have 
reinforcing  inoculations  is  far  higher  than  that  given  in 
the  total. 
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TUBERCULOSIS 


I  am  indebted  to  Dr.D.L.Pugh,  the  Chest  Physician,  for 
the  following  details  of  the  number  of  contacts  of  known  cases 
of  tuberculosis  examined  during  the  year,  and  the  number  found 
to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis.  These  figures  related  to 
the  area  of  the  Chest  Clinic,  which  corresponds  v/ith  the  area  of 
the  four  authorities,  Maidstone  Borough,  Maidstone  R.D. , 
Hollingbourn  R.D.  and  Mailing  R.D. 


(a)  Number  of  contacts  seen  during  1963?  of  newly 

notified  cases  of  tuberculosis . .  «.  287 

(b)  Number  of  contacts,  seen  during  1963,  of  cases 

notified  prior  to  1963  .  698 

(c)  Number  of  contacts  in  (a)  found  to  be  suffering 
from  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  - 

(d)  Number  of  contacts  in  (b)  found  to  be  suffering 
from  pulmonary  or  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  3 

(e)  Arising  out  of  School  Heaf  Positive  Contact  1 


AGE  GROUPS 


0-1 
2-5 
6-15 
16  -  25 
26  -  35 

36  -  45 
46  -  55 
56  -  65 

66  and  over 


NEW  CASES 


Pulmonary 

M  F 


1 

2 


DEATHS 


|  Non-pulmonary 

1  M  F 


Pulmonary ' 

M  F 


'"ftoh-pulironary'  ~ 

M  F 


1 


1 


TOTALS 


3 


This  is  the  first  time  in  three  years  that  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  have  been  recorded  in  your  District.  The  number 
of  new  cases  has  fallen  from  15  in  1962  to  3  in  1963.  This 
is  a  very  welcome  trend  but  it  will  be  noted  from  the  statistics 
above  that  a  considerable  amount  of  work  is  still  being  carried 
out  on  the  investigation  of  contacts,  even  though  the  number  of 
cases  is  small. 
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CANCER 


The  number  of  deaths  from  cancer  in  the  Maidstone  Rural 
District  during  the  past  ten  years  is  given  below 


195*+ .  53 

1955  .  65 

1956  .  59 

1957  ..  ..  ..  ..  55 

1958  .  42 

1959  .  *+7 

1960  .  51 

1961  .  52 

1962  ..  45 

1963  .  49 


Deaths  from  cancer  in  1963,  distributed  according  to  sites 


Site 

Male 

; 

Female 

Total 

Cancer  of  stomach 

6 

6 

Cancer  of  lung,  bronchus 

15 

- 

15 

Cancer  of  breast 

— 

9 

9 

Cancer  of  uterus 

- 

- 

- 

Other  sites 

8 

11 

19 

TOTALS 

i 

29 

20 

49 

*  ! 

Deaths  from  cancer  in  1963*  distributed  according  to  age 

groups : 


J 

j  Age  Groups 

Male 

-  -  -  -  -  — J 

Female 

....  i 

0-4 

i 

“  j 

5  -14 

- 

15  -24 

- 

- 

25  -34 

1 

- 

35  -44 

1 

2 

45  -54 

l 

1 

55  -64 

11 

7 

65  -74 

8 

2 

75  and  over 

7 

8 

TOTALS 

j 

29 

20 

13 
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FOOD  POISONING 


During  1963  only  one  case  of  food  poisoning  was  formally 
notified*  This  case  did  not  give  rise  to  any  secondary  cases. 


NATIONAL  ASSISTANCE  ACTS,  1948  and  1931 


It  was  not  found  necessary  during  1963  to  obtain  Magistrates' 
Orders  to  admit  to  hospital  any  elderly  persons  who  were  infirm  and 
unable  to  care  for  themselves  properly. 


THE  PUBLIC  HEALTH  (INFECTIOUS  DISEASES)  REGULATIONS,  1933 


It  was  not  necessary  during  the  year  to  issue  any  restrictive 
Notices  under  these  Regulations  in  order  to  prevent  the  spread  of 
infection  through  the  handling  of  food. 
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INFANT  MORTALITY,  1965 


r  1 

! 

f 

1 

1 

CAUSE  OF  DEATH 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

4  weeks 

4  weeks  and 

under  3  months 

00 

+> 

a 

0 

a 

VO 

1 

7-9  months 

|  10-12  months 

!  Total  deaths  | 

}  under  1  year 

Asphyxia 

2 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

Atelectasis 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

~ 

- 

- 

1 

Congenital  abnormalities 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

1 

Maternal  toxaemia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

Pneumonia 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

-  - 

: 

- 

- 

1 

Prematurity 

2 

- 

| 

f 

2 

TOTALS 

7 

■ 

! 

- 

7 

t  “ 

1 

} 

1 

[ 

- 

- 

!  8  : 

{ 

Once  again  the  infant  mortality  rate  for  the  district  is 
below  that  for  England  and  Wales,  being  18.77  as  compared  with 
20.9  nationally. 

Eight  infants  died  in  the  first  twelve  months  of  life 
and  of  these  two  were  premature,  and  two  had  abnormalities 
which  reduced  the  chance  of  survival  very  considerably. 

Of  the  eight  infants,  seven  died  in  the  first  week  of 
life.  As  I  have  said  in  this  report  before,  the  figures 
involved  are  too  small  to  make  it  possible  to  draw  any  really 
valid  conclusions  from  them. 

It  is,  however,  of  some  significance  that  the  number  of 
instances  where  life  was  in  danger  from  the  moment  of  birth 
formed  a  substantially  high  proportion. 
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TOTAL  DEATHS,  1963 


Cause 

I.  Tuberculosis,  respiratory 
2*  Tuberculosis,  other 

3*  Syphilitic  disease 

4.  Diphtheria 

5.  Whooping  cough 

6.  Meningococcal  infections 

7.  Acute  poliomyelitis 

8.  Measles 

9.  Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

10.  Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach 

II.  Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus 

12.  Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 
13*  Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

14.  Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms 

13.  Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

16.  Diabetes 

17.  Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

18.  Coronary  disease,  angina 

19*  Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

20.  Other  heart  disease 

21.  Other  circulatory  disease 

22.  Influenza 

23.  Pneumonia 

24.  Bronchitis 

25.  Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system 

26.  Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

27.  Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

28.  Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

29.  Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

30.  Pregnancy,  childbirth,  abortion 

31.  Congenital  malformations 

32.  Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 
33*  Motor  vehicle  accidents 

34.  All  other  accidents 
35 »  Suicide 

36.  Homicide  and  operations  of  war 


TOTALS 
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DEATHS  PER  MONTH  IN  EACH  PARISH 


January 

February 

March 

i 

April 

i 

; 

[ 

June 

_ 

August 

September 

j  October 

November 

December 

I 

|  TOTALS 

Barming 

F 

1 

1 

- ! 

1 

2 

- ! 

! 

1 

1 ! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

71 

cL 

i 

10  ! 

Bearsted 

5 

3 

9 

P 

^  i 

2 

j 

1  1 

j 

3 ! 

3 

3 

5  ! 

2 

j 

6  ! 

46 

Boughton  Monchelsea 

2 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

3  ! 

2 

2 

1 

19 

East  Farleigh 

3 

3 

4 

2 

2 

2 1 

1 

- 

1 

2 

- 

20 

West  Farleigh 

~~ 

- 

1 

2 

- 

- 

- 

1 

2 

6 

Hunt on 

1 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

- 

1 

7 

Linton 

8 

7 

36 

6 

2 

1 

3 

1 

7 

5 

10 

1 

89 

Loose 

2 

1 

6 

4 

3 

1 

1 

2 

4 

2 

- 

2 

28 

Marden 

5 

3 

3 

1 

2 

4 

1 

1 

3 

3 

- 

28 

Nettlestead 

1 

- 

2 

2 

- 

1 

- 

l 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Otham 

- 

- 

- 

1 

- 

1 

- 

2 

- 

1 

- 

1 

6 

Staplehurst 

3 

5 

- 

4 

1 

4 

2 

2 

2 

3 

1 

4 

31 

Teston 

- 

2 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

9 

Yalding 

- 

_ 

4 

5 

4 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

- 

3 

3 

24 

TOTALS 

29!  34 
j 

74 

27 

19 

18 

i  17 

t 

18 

20 

22 

26 

26 

330 

f 

The  parish  of  Linton  contains  a  hospital  of  326  beds,  including 
69  beds  for  Part  111  accommodation  under  the  Kent  County  Council. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 


Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area 

Your  Senior  Public  Health  Inspector  has  furnished  the 
following  details  of  work  which  comes  under  his  direct  day  to 
day  control. 

This  year  has  perhaps  been  one  of  the  most  eventful  in  the 
history  of  your  Public  Health  Department,  due  to  the  Councils 
decision  to  transfer  the  responsibility  for  the  administration, 
re-organisation  and  operation  of  the  Council's  Public  Cleansing 
Services. 

It  will  be  noted  else-where  in  the  report  that  a  great  deal 
of  work  has  been  carried  out  in  relation  to  infectious  disease 
visits  under  the  direction  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  In 
addition,  similar  to  previous  years,  to  the  supervision  and 
inspection  of  Improvement  Grant  schemes  carried  out  within  the 
area.  Perhaps  however,  what  is  not  apparent  from  the  report  in 
general,  is  the  great  deal  of  time  spent  by  the  Inspectorate 
interviewing  the  public,  architects  and  builders  concerning 
environmental  health  problems  and  the  many  facets  of  Improvement 
Grant  applications. 

The  normal  routine  of  the  department  has  of  necessity  been 
disrupted  due  to  staff  changes.  It  is  however,  encouraging  to  be 
able  to  report  that  due  to  the  enthusiasm  and  conscientiousness 
of  the  existing  and  new  staff,  the  work  of  the  department  has 
continued  smoothly  throughout  the  year. 

Further  comment  on  other  aspects  of  departmental  work  will 
be  made  under  the  respective  headings. 
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Water  Supplies 


During  the  year  of  1963,  no  complaints  were  received  concerning 
the  water  supply  within  the  district  and  there  is  every  indication 
that  the  supply  has  been  satisfactory,  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 
There  still  remains  a  small  number  of  properties  in  the  area  not 
connected  to  a  mains  supply  provided  by  either  the  Mid  Kent  Water 
Company  or  the  Maidstone  Waterworks  Company.  In  each  case,  this  is 
due  to  the  isolated  nature  of  the  properties  concerned. 

Sampling  of  water  supply  to  the  area  continues  to  be 
carried  out  by  the  Water  Companies  involved.  This  is  usually 
achieved  at  the  source  of  supply.  With  the  e^lption  of  the  East 
Farleigh  Pumping  Station,  all  sources  of  supply  are  outside  the 
district.  Samples  are  taken  of  the  raw  water  and  water  following 
treatment  prior  to  supply,  these  samples  being  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination  and  chemical  analyses.  Typical  results 
from  chemical  analyses  are  as  follows  : 


East  Farleigh  pumping  Station 


Chemical  Examination 

Dates 

7.1.63 

8.6.63 

29.11.63 

Ammonia  saline 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Ammonia  "Albuminoid" 

"Oxygen  )  in  15  minutes 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

absorbed") 

0.04 

0.02 

0.01 

at  27®  C* )  in  4  hours 

0.05 

0.05 

0.05 

Nitrogen  from  nitrites 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Nitrogen  from  nitrates 

7.4 

11.5. 

9.0 

Chlorine 

35.5 

36.2 

34.5 

Total  Solid  Residue 

562 

548 

596 

Total  Hardness  (as  calcium  carbonate) 
Alkalinity  (as  calcium  carbonate) 

348.5 

325 

373 

Lead 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Iron  in  solution 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Total  iron 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Zinc. 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

Reaction  (pH  value) 

7.6 

7.3 

7.75 

Appearance 

Bright  and 

colourless 

Sediment 

Nil 

Nil 

Nil 

All  samples  :  The  water  is  of  high  organic  purity. 

During  the  year,  routine  water  samples  have  also  been  taken 
by  your  Public  Health  Department  in  addition  to  those  taken  by  the 
Water  Companies  concerned.  The  samples  taken  were  mainly  from  the 
Water  Companies  supply  and  in  one  instance  from  premises  served  by 
a  well.  In  every  case  the  results  have  proved  satisfactory. 

Information  obtained  from  the  'Water  Companies  indicate  that 
some  506  additional  premises  within  the  area  have  been  provided 
with  a  mains  water  supply.  This  of  course,  gives  a  reasonable 
picture  of  the  additional  number  of  new  properties  erected  during 
1963  and  has  involved  the  Water  Companies  in  laying  7,676  yards 
of  new  water  main,  as  indicated  by  the  following  table  : 
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Water  Supplies  (continued) 


Parish 

Yards 

Size 

Water  Company 

Barming 

56 

3" 

Maidstone  Waterworks  Company 

Bearsted 

189 

3” 

Mid  Kent  Water  Company 

Boughton  Monchelsea 

1530 

10” 

H  tt  tt  It 

East  Farleigh 

285 

3" 

Maidstone  Waterworks  Company 

East  Farleigh 

218 

4” 

t!  tt  It 

Linton 

171 

10” 

Mid  Kent  Water  Company 

Marden 

73 

2” 

it  it  n  tt 

Staplehurst 

323 

3” 

ft  ft  tf  ft 

Staplehurst 

l4o7 

4" 

tt  it  ft  tt 

Staplehurst 

3424 

6” 

tt  tt  tt  tt 

The  Fluoride  Content  of  Water  Supplies 


The  fluoride  content  is  negligible  and  is  less  than  0.1  parts  per 
million. 
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Water  Supplies  (continued) 


Typical  sample  results  taken  by  your  Public  Health  Department 
are  shown  below  : 

Bacteriological  Examination 

Source  Probable  numbers  per  lOO  ml. 

Coliform  bacilli  Bact.coli 

(type  l) 

Tap. 

Great  Pagehurst,  Staplehurst  -  None  None 

(Mid  Kent  Water  Company) 

Well. 

Wilkins  Corner,  East  Farleigh  -  None  None 


The  following  table  gives  indication  of  (a)  the  number  of 
dwelling-houses,  (b)  the  number  of  the  population  supplied  from 
public  water  mains  and  (c)  by  means  of  standpipes  - 


Parish 

louses  supplied 

(a) 

Estimated 

Population 

(b) 

Houses  served 
by  standpipes 
(estimated) 
(c) 

Barming 

■"  ,l  ,  M  n 

221 

760 

- 

Bearsted 

1,180 

3,267 

- 

Boughton  Monchelsea 

4il 

1,095 

4 

East  Farleigh 

835 

1,942 

- 

West  Farleigh 

112 

442 

3 

Hunton 

201 

633 

- 

Linton 

423 

1,686 

4 

Loose 

807 

l,66l 

5 

Marden 

884 

2,590 

- 

Nettlestead 

203 

660 

- 

Otham 

121 

340 

- 

Staplehurst 

969 

2,103 

4 

. 

Teston 

214 

648 

- 

Yalding 

805 

2,457 

- 

Refuse  and  Public  Cleansing  Services. 


The  following  is  a  general  report  on  both  services  with 
particular  emphasis  upon  the  re-organisation  of  the  refuse  collection 
service  during  the  time  this  department  has  been  responsible  for  its 
control  and  administration.  It  should  be  noted  here  that  the  period 
of  time  in  question  is  from  1st. April  1963  to  31st. December  1963® 
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Refuse  and  Public  Cleansing  Services  (continued) 


Manpower 


The  establishment  in  connection  with  the  Public  Cleansing 
Services  consists  of  27  men  employed  as  follows  : 

1  General  Foreman 
19  men  on  refuse  collection 
1  tractor  driver  engaged  on  the  refuse  tip 
6  men  on  cesspool  emptying. 

On  assuming  administrative  responsibility  for  this  service, 
the  collection  was  somewhat  irregular,  some  parishes  receiving 
a  ten  day  service  whilst  others  varied  between  fourteen  and 
twenty-one  days.  At  the  close  of  the  year  by  re-organisation  of 
crews  and  areas,  it  has  been  possible  to  achieve  a  weekly  service 
for  some  70%  of  the  district,  the  remaining  30%  having  a  fourteen 
day  collection. 

I  am  sure  that  it  will  be  appreciated  that  this  has  not 
been  achieved  without  considerable  effort  on  the  part  of  all 
concerned  and  in  the  face  of  ever  present  difficulties  due  to 
rapid  turn-over  of  labour,  holidays,  sickness  and  absence. 

It  should  also  be  noted  that  during  this  period,  the  number 
of  hereditaments  increased  by  some  273 1  whilst  a  further  220 
properties  were  in  the  course  of  construction.  This  will  indicate 
a  state  of  affairs  which  is  likely  to  be  common  within  the 
foreseeable  future,  namely  the  increasing  tendency  for  residential 
development "to  take  place  within  the  Maidstone  Rural  District  area 
and  thus  requiring  constant  review  and  possible  increase  in  men 
and  equipment  to  deal  with  the  situation, 

It  was  also  arranged  with  Council  approval,  to  provide  a 
service  hitherto  non-existent  within  the  area.  i.e.  the  collection 
of  bulky  items.  Wherever  possible,  such  items  are  collected 
during  the  normal  round.  However,  when  this  is  impracticable, 
such  collection  is  arranged  at  an  economic  charge.  To  date, 
reasonable  demands  have  been  made  upon  this  service  and  it  appears 
that  such  a  service  is  warranted.  Similarly,  derelict  cars  may 
be  disposed  of  at  a  charge  by  arrangement  at  the  Council's  Tip. 

At  the  close  of  the  year,  recommendations  were  made  to  the 
Council  with  a  view  to  achieving  a  weekly  collection  in  that  part 
of  the  district  at  present  receiving  a  fortnightly  collection. 
These  recommendations  were  accepted  and  one  looks  forward  to 
complete  uniformity  with  regard  to  collection  in  the  ensuing  year. 

Refuse  Disposal 


This  is  carried  out  by  tipping  on  land  leased  by  the  Council 
in  the  western  portion  of  the  district  and  requires  constant 
supervision  to  see  that  no  undue  nuisance  is  created.  Whilst 
such  methods  of  disposal  present  difficulties,  such  difficulties 
are  not  insurmountable  and  it  is  hoped  that  improvements  can  be 
made  in  this  respect  in  the  future. 

Litter  Bins 


There  are  some  53  litter  bins  situated  throughout  the  Rural 
District  and  these  bins  provide  a  need,  but  in  turn  do  often 
present  problems  to  ensure  that  adequate  emptying  is  carried  out. 
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Litter  Bins  (continued) 


Nevertheless,  strenuous  attempts  are  made  to  achieve  this  end  and 
it  may  well  be  that  in  the  future  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
such  litter  bins  will  be  a  distinct  advantage.  A  problem  that 
does  arise  with  the  provision  of  litter  bins  is  the  unusual 
amount  of  damage  due  to  vandalism.  This  in  turn  creating  problems 
of  expenditure  in  relation  to  repair  and  replacement. 

Salvage 

The  collection  of  salvage  has  been  continued  during  1963 
but  has  been  restricted  in  the  main  to  waste-paper  and  some 
scrap  metal.  Statistics  indicate  a  slight  fall  in  the  tonnage 
collected  and  this  may  in  part  be  attributed  to  the  department 
policy  of  ensuring  first  an  adequate  refuse  collection  service 
and  secondly,  collection  of  salvage  at  reasonably  economic  rates. 

It  may  be  of  interest,  in  connection  with  the  refuse  service, 
that  during  the  period  1st  April  to  31st  December  1963 ,  refuse 
was  collected  from  some  232, 44o  premises  involving  a  milage  of 
36,409  for  collection  and  disposal. 

Cesspool  Emptying 

As  indicated  earlier,  some  6  personnel  are  involved  at  the 
present  time,  using  3  cesspool  tankers.  Routine  emptyings  of 
Council  properties,  sewage  works  and  communal  cesspools  account 
for  a  considerable  proportion  of  the  working  week,  whilst  public 
demand  for  individual  emptyings  continues  to  increase. 

There  is  no  doubt  that  the  service  at  present  is  operating 
under  extreme  pressure  and  one  looks  forward  to  some  relief  which 
should  occur  when  main  drainage  systems  within  the  area  are 
carried  out. 

During  the  period  1st  April  to  31st  December  1963,  the 
following  loads  were  dealt  with  : 

5,813 

Drainage  and  Sanitation 


Progress  is  being  made  by  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor's 
Department  to  ensure  modification  of  existing  sewage  works 
within  the  parishes  of  Bearsted,  Marden  and  Staplehurst. 

During  the  year  a  sewerage  system  for  the  parish  of  Laddingford 
was  completed,  this  system  being  connected  to  the  existing 
Yalding  works.  It  is  anticipated  that  during  the  forthcoming 
year  of  1964,  commencement  of  main  drainage  works  will  take 
place  within  the  parish  of  Boughton  Monchelsea. 

Rivers  and  Streams 


Evidence  of  pollution  is  apparent  in  the  various  waterways 
within  the  area  and  as  mentioned  in  previous  reports  can  be 
attributed  to  overflowing  cesspools  and  the  direct  discharge  of 
sewage  from  some  parishes.  Proposed  sewerage  schemes  prepared 
by  the  Consultant  Engineer  will,  on  completion,  remove  the  main 
source  of  pollution  in  the  foreseeable  future. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS 


HOUSING 

Number  of  houses  inspected . .  . .  ..  . .  193 

Number  of  visits  under  Housing  Acts  . .  ..  ..  171 

Number  of  drains  tested  .  . .  . ,  . .  ..  . .  89 

Number  of  drainage  visits  ..  . .  . .  ..  . .  247 

Visits  re  Overcrowding  ..  » .  . ,  . .  .  c  . .  . .  ..  . »  2 

Number  of  visits  made  in  respect  of  Improvement  Grants 

and  Building  Byelaws . * .  760 

Number  of  visits  made  under  the  Rent  Act  . .  . .  » .  « .  . .  10 

FOOD  AND  WATER 

Number  of  Slaughterhouse  and  meat  inspections  ..  . .  323 

Number  of  visits  re  Water  Supplies . .  34 

Number  of  visits  re  Milk  and  Dailies  » .  ..  . . .  •  3 

Number  of  visits  re  Food  and  Drugs  Act  . .  . .  ..  ..  . .  .  •  187 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

Number  of  visits  re  Infectious  Diseases  . . . .  . .  8o5 

GENERAL  -  PUBLIC  HEALTH 

Number  of  visits  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  « *  . .  . .  . .  274 

Refuse  disposal  and  collection  .*  . „  . .  . . „  ..  ..  . .  321 

Accumulations  ..  . »  . . .  . .  ..  ..  • ,  . .  22 

Cleansing  . .  ..  . »  ..  160 

Caravan  sites  and  Control  of  Development  Act,  i960  . .  •*  ..  97 

Hop  Picker's  Camps . „ »  . .  138 

Factories  Act  . . . .  „  . .  . .  28 

Shops  Act  . . .  . .  . .  .0  .  •  ..  ..  193 

Rodent  Control  ..  . «  ..  «.  ..  . .  ,  . .  .<,  .  219 

Road  Traffic  Act  .  «.  . . .  . »  ..  15 

Miscellaneous  ..  . . .  . . . .  90 

Diseases  of  Animals  and  Waste  Food  Order  Visits  .  6 

Verminous  premises  visited .  . .  2 

Interviews  with  Builders,  Architects,  Owners  etc.  ..  ..  ..  268 

National  Assistance  Act  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  oc  .»  ..  1 

Collection  and  delivery  of  samples  to  Public  Health 

Laboratory  •#  ....  • o  «»  •»  ••  ..  .o  ..  .o  84 

Agriculture  (Safety,  Health  and  Welfare)  Provisions  Act  4 

Revisits  to  premises  under  notice  ..  » .  . .  . .  .  95 


Total  ..  . .  o.  4,84l 
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Comparison  of  Summary  figures  with  1962 


The  overall  number  of  visits  and  inspections  carried  out 
during  the  year  are  within  close  limits  identical  to  those 
made  in  1962. 

On  comparison  of  the  statistics  however,  it  is  apparent 
that  some  aspects  of  the  departments  work  have  increased,  such 
as  visits  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases,  refuse  and 
cleansing  services.  This  is  due  in  the  latter  cases,  as  one 
might  ejrpect,  to  the  recent  re-organisation. 

Because  of  this  fact,  it  naturally  follows  that  some  other 
aspects  of  the  departmental  work  have  received  less  attention 
than  in  previous  years.  However,  the  overall  picture  presents 
a  satisfactory  balance  with  no  particular  section  being  neglected. 
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GENERAL  STATISTICS 


HOUSING 

Informal  Notices  served  ..  ••  ..  ..  . . . .  ..  52 

Statutory  Notices  served  ..  ..  ••  ••  . .  ..  ..  ..  ..  7 

Notices  completed  .  . .  53 

HOUSING  DEFECTS  REMEDIED  AND  IMPROVEMENTS 

Walls  and  ceilings . .  • .  . .  35 

Rising  and  penetrating  dampness  remedied  . .  ..  ..  32 

Repairs  to  external  walls  .  . .  31 

Repairs  to  defective  windows  and  doors  . . .  ..  27 

Chimney  stacks  repaired  ..  . . . .  26 

General  repairs  to  roofs  . .  28 

Provision  for  food  storage .  37 

Repairs  to  staircases  ..  . .  ••  , .  . •  16 

Repair  or  renewal  of  fireplaces  „ . .  ..  .  •  ..  20 

Cooking  facilities  provided  and/or  repaired  ••  „ .  . «  . .  l4 

Repointing  to  brickwork  .  . .  ..  28 

Repair  or  replacement  of  floors  ..  ..  ..  .  32 

Provision  of  permanent  ventilation  ..  ••  ..  2 

Provision  of  adequate  lighting  ..  ••  . .  .«  . .  ..  ..  13 

Enlargement  of  window  areas  ..  ..  11 

Provision  of  fuel  storage  ..  . .  16 

Provision  of  dustbin  ..  ..  •  •  •  •  .  •  0 

Decoration  ..  ..  ••  ••  ••  ••  ••  .  1 

Provision  of  hot  water  supply  ••  . *  .•  •«  ..  ..  »•  47 

Provision  of  baths  and  bathroom  <>.  . »  Q«  ».  •  •  ..  .«  44 

Provision  of  wash  hand  basins  . .  ..  ..  45 

DRAINAGE 

Provision  of  cesspools  .•  ••  ••  •.  • •  *.  ..  ..  17 

Repairs  to  eaves  guttering  .•  . .  ..  • •  ••  ••  ..  ..  22 

Sinks  provided  and/or  repaired  .  . .  23 

Repairs  to  closets  »»  ..  ..  ...  ..  1 

Provision  of  inspection  covers  ..  «»  1 

Provision  of  flush  closets  ..  .  45 

Repairs  to  drains  .  . . .  ••  4 

Provision  of  new  drainage  ..  ..  ..  . .  . .  47 
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HOUSING 


The  following  information  regarding  housing  in  the  Rural 
District  is  set  out  in  the  form  asked  for  by  the  Ministry  of 
Health. 

X  1  (a)  Inspections  of  dwelling-houses  during 

the  year.  Total  number  of  houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects,  (under  Public  Health 

or  Housing  Acts)  ..  . .  ..  ..  .  •  . .  . 163 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ..  ..1,368 

2  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses,  (included  under 

sub-section  1  above),  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  . .  ..  ..  ..  0 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  that  purpose  ..  ..  0 

3  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 

state  so  injurious  to  health  as  to  be 

unfit  for  human  habitation  . .  . .  . .  . .  10 

4  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding 
sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all 

respects  fit  for  human  habitation.  ..  ..  ..  ..  47 

II  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  year,  without  the  service 

of  formal  notice. 

1  (a)  Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses 

rendered  fit  in  consequence  of  informal 

action  by  the  Local  Authority.  .  53 

III  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  year. 

A  Proceedings  under  Section  9  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957» 

1  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  • •  . .  . .  0 

2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were 
rendered  fit  after  the  service  of 

formal  notices  -  a.  By  Owners  . .  0 

b.  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners  . .  . .  . .  0 

B  Proceedings  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

1  Number  of  houses  in  respect  of  which 
notices  were  served  requiring  defects 

to  be  remedied  .  2 

2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which 
defects  were  remedied  after  service  of 

formal  notices  -  a.  By  Owners  ..  . .  .  0 

b.  By  Local  Authority  in 

default  of  owners  .  2 
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C  Proceedings  under  Section  l6  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957* 

1.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made .  ..  ••  • «  0 

2  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  . .  •»  3 

D  Proceedings  under  Section  l6  of  the  Housing  Act,  1957. 

1  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made  . .  .  0 

2  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  . .  . .  3 

IV  Housing  Act,  1957 »  Part  4  Overcrowding. 

A(l)Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the 

end  of  the  year.  ..or . 0  ••  3 

(2) Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  .  3 

(3) Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  .  23 

B(l)Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding 

reported  during  the  year  . .  . .  . .  2 

C(l)Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  .  4 

(2)Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ..  ..  19 

D  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwelling- 
houses  have  again  become  overcrowded  after 
the  Local  Authority  have  taken  steps  for 
the  abatement  of  overcrowding .  . .  . .  . .  0 
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Comparison  of  Summary  figures  with  1962 


During  the  year,  no  extensive  slum  clearance  programme  was 
undertaken.  These  properties  were  dealt  with  individually  on 
consideration  of  the  particular  circumstances.  It  should  be 
noted  however,  that  the  final  consideration  of  the  future  of  the 
properties  had  not  been  determined  at  the  close  of  the  year  to 
which  this  report  refers. 

The  statistics  generally  indicate  a  healthy  increase  in 
most  of  the  defects  remedied  and  this  is  due  in  no  small  measure 
to  the  amount  of  repair  and  incidental  work  carried  out  in 
conjunction  with  Improvement  Grants. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  statistics  that  in  connection  with 
the  five  basic  amenities  only,  some: 

37  Ventilated  food  stores 

47  Hot  water  supplies 

44  Baths 

43  Wash  hand  basins 

45  Water  closets 

have  been  provided  within  the  district.  Here,  indeed,  is 
tangible  evidence  of  improvement  to  the  standard  of  existing 
dwellings  within  the  district. 

In  respect  of  the  details  concerning  overcrowding,  it  will 
be  noted  that  relatively  few  new  cases  have  been  reported  and 
that  the  number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  of  the  year 
has  in  fact  been  reduced. 
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Visits  made  by  Inspectors  . . 8o5 

Reports  made  to  M.O.H.  on  cases  of  infectious  diseases  : 

Scarlet  Fever  .  •  ••  «•  .  *  • ,  .  3 

poliomyelitis  . 0 

Food  poisoning  .  2 

Sonne  Dysentery . .  ..  109 


It  will  be  noted  from  the  above  figures  that  a  considerable 
amount  of  time  has  been  devoted  to  actual  investigation  and 
subsequent  re-visits  in  connection  with  a  Sonne  Dysentery 
outbreak.  Although  some  109  notifications  were  received,  some 
422  people  were  involved  in  the  follow-up  investigations. 

In  addition  to  these  visits,  a  proportionate  number  of 
visits  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory  at  Preston  Hall  were 
required  in  connection  with  the  delivery  of  bacteriological 
samples . 
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FACTORIES  AND  WORK  PLACES 


Factories  with  mechanical  power  ..  ..  . .  ..  . .  . .  68 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ..  ..  ..  . .  ..  ..  4 

Inspections  of  Factories  with  mechanical  power  .  25 

Inspections  of  Factories  without  mechanical  power  ..  . ,  3 

Inspections  of  Builder's  sites  for  Sanitary  Accommodation  6 

Inspections  of  closed  Factory  premises  or  premises  with 

no  employees  . .  . .  2 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  - 

Informal  Notices  served  4 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  <- 

Informal  Notices  completed  4 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  - 

Informal  Notices  served  2 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  - 

Informal  Notices  completed  2 

Statutory  Notices  served  ..  ••  . .  . .  .  0 

During  the  year,  a  reasonable  average  of  inspections  have  been 
achieved  throughout  the  district.  It  will  be  noted  that  relatively 
few  informal  notices  were  required  and  that  in  each  case  the  notices 
were  complied  with  without  implementing  further  enforcement  action. 

When  necessary,  visits  to  outworkers  premises  have  been  made 
and  these  visits  revealed  no  adverse  conditions. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH 
IN  RESPECT  OF  THE  YEAR  1963 
FOR  THE  RURAL  DISTRICT  COUNCIL  OF  MAIDSTONE 
IN  THE  COUNTY  OF  KENT 

Prescribed  Particulars  on  the  Administration 
of  the  Factories  Act  1961 
PART  1  OF  THE  ACT 


1  -  INSPECTIONS  for  purposes  of  provisions  as  to  health  (including 
inspections  made  by  Public  Health  Inspectors) 


Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Number  of 

Premises 

(1) 

[nspections 

(3) 

Written 

notices 

(4) 

Occupiers 

prosecuted 

(5) 

(1)  Factories  in  which  Sections' 1^2, 

3,4  and  6  are  to  be  enforced  by 

Local  Authorities 

4 

3 

1 

(ii)Factories  not  included  in  (i)  in 
which  Section  7  is  enforced  by 
the  Local  Authority 

68 

25 

3 

(iii)Other  Premises  in  which  Section  7 
is  enforced  by  the  Local  Authority 
(excluding  out-workers  premises) 

6 

6 

Total 

78 

3^ 

- — — 

4 

- 

2  Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found 

(If  defects  are  discovered  at  the  premises  on  two,  three  or  more 
separate  occasions  they  should  be  reckoned  as  two,  three  or  more  McasesM) 


Number  of  cases  in  which  defects  1  Number  of 

_ were  found  jcases  in  which 


Particulars 

Referred 

prosecutions 
tie  re  instituted 

To  H.M.j  By  H.M. 

(1) 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied  1 

(3) 

Inspector 

(4) 

Inspector 

(5) 

(6) 

Want  of  cleanliness  (S.l) 

2 

2 

— 

— 

- 

Overcrowding  (S.2) 

— 

— 

— 

- 

- 

Unreasonable  temperature 

(S.3) 

- 

- 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
(S.4) 

1 

“ 

- 
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Number  of  cases  in  which  defects 
!  were  found 

Number  of 
cases  in  which 
prosecutions 
were  instituted 

(6) 

Particulars 

(1) 

i 

I 

Found 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Refer 
To  H.M. 
[nspector 

(4) 

red 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 
(5) 

Ineffective  drainage  of 
floors  (S.6) 

Sanitary  Conveniences  (S - 7) 

(a)  Insufficient 

(b)  Unsuitable  or 
defective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 
sexes 

Other  offences  against  the 
Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to  Out¬ 
work) 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

— 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

' 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

1 

' 

^  1 

! 

—  1 

‘ 

; 

- 
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PART  Vlll  OF  THE  ACT 


Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  13*0 

Section  133  Section  13*+ 


Nature 

of 

Work 

out-workers 
in  August 
list 

,  required 
by  Section 
133 ( 1 ) ( c ) 

No.  of 
[  cases  of 
|  default 
■  in  sending 
!  lists  to 
the  Council 

!  No.  of 
'prosecu¬ 
tions  for 
;  failure 
to  supply 
j  lists 

;  NO.  Of 
instances 
of  work  in 
unwhole¬ 
some 

premises 

I 

1 

t 

i 

jllotices 
j  served 

i 

| 

* 

Prose¬ 

cutions 

(1) 

I 

(2) 

(3) 

(*+) 

i _  - 

(5) 

i  (6) 

i 

(7) 

Wearing  )  Making 
pipparal  )  etc., 

)  Cleaning 
)  and 
)  Washing 

2 

- 

i 

i 

i 

i 

- 

i 

- 

i 

J 

1 

r  , 

/ 

Household  linen 

i 

l 

| 

/ 

Lace,  Lace  cur¬ 
tains  and  nets 

f 

1 

1 

i 

i 

> 

—f -  - 

/ 

Curtains  and 
furniture  hang¬ 
ings 

T—7 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Furniture  and 
upholstery 

> 

/ - u- 

/ 

/ 

Electro-plate 

- r 

/ 

File  making 

/ 

Brass  and  brass 
articles 

/ 

/ 

/ 

Fur  pulling 

/ 

f 

Iron  and  steel 
cables  and  chains 

4? 

Iron  and  Steel 
anchors  and 
grapnels 

Cart  gear 

Locks,  latches 
and  keys 

A 

/ 

/ 

/  ] 

Umbrellas,  etc. 

/ . 

Artificial 

flowers 

1 

T 

/ 

JL _ 

Nets,  other  than  j 
wire  nets 

£  1 

| 

! 

Tents 

. | 

] 

1 

Sacks  | 

/ 

. -U. _ , 

i 

Racquet  and  j 

tennis  balls 

/ 

I 

f 

1 

J 

3*t 

I. 

' 


PART  Vlll  OF  THE  ACT  (Contd) 


Outwork 

(Sections  133  and  134) 


35  o 


■ 

* 

' 

■ 

■ 


. 


IMPROVEMENT  GRANTS 


DISCRETIONARY 

Number  of  applications  approved  in  1963  * •  • •  •*  18 
Number  of  applications  not  approved  • .  • •  •  •  . .  • .  1 
Number  of  houses  involved  in  approved  applications  . .  . .  30 
Amount  of  Grants  paid  during  1963  .  •  ..  .  •  ••  £8,246 
Number  of  Grants  completed  during  1963  • •  .  •  • •  • •  27 


STANDARD 

Number  of  applications  approved  in  1963  .  •  •  •  ••  ♦ .  « «  20 
Number  of  applications  not  approved  ♦ .  • .  . •  • .  • •  0 
Number  of  houses  involved  in  approved  applications  . .  • .  21 
Amount  of  Grants  paid  during  1963  ••  ••  ••  ••  £2,390 
Number  of  Grants  completed  during  1963  ••  ••  ..  .  •  21 


The  year  under  review  indicates  continued  public  interest 
regarding  the  improvement  of  their  properties.  As  in  previous 
years  also,  every  opportunity  is  seized  to  encourage  owners  to 
take  advantage  of  one  or  other  of  the  types  of  Grant  available. 

It  is  encouraging  to  notice  a  slight  increase  in  the  total 
of  Grants  approved  during  the  year,  there  being  an  increase  of 
some  15  on  the  total  number  of  applications  made  during  1962. 

As  indicated  earlier  in  this  report  in  the  Comparison  of 
Summary  Figures,  a  great  deal  of  time  is  expended  in  interviewing 
the  public,  architects  and  builders  and  the  inspection  of  works 
in  progress  prior  to  payment  of  Grant  and  the  completion  of  the 
approved  works. 

It  is  felt  that  there  still  remain  many  properties  well 
worth  improvement  within  the  Rural  District  area  but  it  would 
seem  that  the  owners  concerned  are  either  unable  or  unwilling 
to  make  improvements.  In  view  of  this  situation,  it  is  felt 
that  the  question  of  new  legislation  at  national  level  requiring 
compulsory  improvement  in  certain  cases,  will  be  the  only  solution 
to  the  existing  conditions. 

General  Statistics  regarding  Improvement 
Grants  made  by  this  Council 

Total  amount  approved  by  the  Council  up  to  the 

31st,  December  1963  -  Discretionary  Grants  ..  ..£66,432 

Standard  Grants  (max),.  . .  ..£18,385 


Total  . .  a .  .  £85,017 
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CAMPING  SITES  AND  CARAVANS 

_ . ,  _  .  ,  _  Maximum  No. 

Site  Proprietor  or  Owner  - - 

-  - - - -  of  Caravans 

Enterprise  Caravan  Site,  Mr  E.L. Paine  25 

East  Farleigh. 

Hartridge  Farm  Caravan  Mr  K. A.  and 

Site,  Mrs  M.R.G. Chambers  46  -110 

East  Farleigh. 

The  Retreat,  Mr  P.Lamb  60 

Nettlestead. 

Caravan  Sites  for  Seasonal  Use  Only 

Enterprise  Caravan  Site,  Mr  E.L« Paine  15 

East  Farleigh. 

Medway  Wharf  Site,  Mr  W.Nunn, 

Nettlestead.  Medway  Wharf  Ltd.  10 

Twyford  Boat  Yard  Site,  Mr  D.S*Chuter, 

Yalding.  102,  Blithdale  Road,  l8 

Abbey  Wood.  S.3.2. 

Hampstead  Cottage  Farm  Mr  F. 0' Reilly  10 

Site 

Yalding. 

Summary  of  data 

Number  of  inspections  ..  ..  „ .  . .  . .  ..  ..  97 

Number  of  licenced  sites  ..  ..  ..  .  7 

Applications  for  licences  ..  ..  ..  ..  1 

Applications  for  licences  refused  . .  . •  0 

During  the  year,  visits  have  been  made  to  the  registered 
caravan  sites  and  these  inspections  have  revealed  no  major 
contraventions  of  conditions  imposed  by  the  Council  and  every 
co-operation  has  been  forthcoming  from  the  site  owners. 

There  still  remains  certain  works  to  be  completed  if 
conditions  imposed  by  the  Council  are  to  be  complied  with.  It 
is  expected  that  these  works  will  be  carried  out  in  the 
ensuing  year  in  the  majority  of  cases. 
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HOP  PICKERS’  CAMPS 


Total  number  of  Hop  pickers'  Camps  in  use  ..  .  52 

Number  of  huts  in  use  (estimated)  .  . .  ..  998  +  50 

caravans 

Estimated  number  of  pickers  ••  .  •  . . . 2,150 

Number  of  Inspections  ..  . .  . . . 138 


Developments  during  recent  years  determine  a  relatively 
short  hop  picking  season.  Inspections  involve  visits  to  some 
50  farms  and  approximately  52  individual  camps. 

Once  again,  the  total  number  of  hop  pickers  employed 
during  the  season  has  tended  to  decrease,  this  being  due  to 
the  present  trend  towards  mechanisation. 

As  in  previous  years,  each  camp  occupied  was  visited 
during  its  occupation  and  at  the  close  of  the  season,  to 
ensure  that  occupation  of  the  camp  was  not  allowed  after  the 
30th  November. 

The  season  generally,  from  the  public  health  point  of 
view  has  not  presented  any  exceptional  difficulties  or 
problems.  It  is  estimated  that  some  2,150  pickers  were 
involved  and  as  in  previous  recent  years  it  was  found  in  many 
instances  that  the  hut  accommodation  was  supplemented  by 
pickers  caravans,  there  being  approximately  50  caravans 
involved. 
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INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  PREMISES 


Number  of  Food  Premises  in  the  District. 


Cafes  and  Restaurants . . . •  ..  ..  ..  13 

Food  Shops  (excluding  butchers)  •  •  . . 90 

Dairies  .  ..  . .  . .  4 

Butchers’  Shops  . .  . 16 

Licenced  Premises  . . 58 


Total  . .  . .  . .  l8l 


Number  of  Visits  and  Inspections 

Cafes  and  Restaurants  •.  ..  . . 11 

Food  Shops  (excluding  butchers)  .  138 

Dairies  ..  .  •  . .  . .  . .  4 

Butchers  ’  Shops  .  . . .  ..  ..  . .  42 

Licenced  Premises .  . .  2 

Total  . .  197 


Routine  inspections  have  been  made  to  all  types  of  premises 
throughout  the  year.  The  total  number  of  inspections  compares 
favourably  with  last  years  figures.  However,  pressure  of  work 
has,  in  many  cases,  limited  inspections  to  once  per  annum, 
whereas  ideally,  a  more  frequent  inspection  is  desirable,  time 
permitting. 

Nevertheless,  it  has  been  noticed  that  the  general  state 
of  hygiene  and  cleanliness  in  food  premises  throughout  the  district 
has  been  maintained. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  SHOPS 

Number  of  Shops  (including  Public  Houses)  ..  . .  2l8 

Number  of  Inspections  of  Shops  (including  Public  Houses)  272 

During  the  year  1963,  272  inspections  were  made  of  shops 
within  the  district. 

In  no  instance  was  it  found  necessary  to  take  statutory 
proceedings  against  the  occupants  of  any  shops  for  contraventions 
of  the  Shops  Act  and  no  representations  were  received  from  any 
organisation. 

Each  of  the  152  shops  within  the  district  have,  therefore, 
been  inspected  at  least  once  during  the  course  of  the  year. 
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MILK  SUPPLIES 


Number  of  registered  distributors  . .  . .  . .  «.  ..  ..  36 
Number  of  registered  dairies  • .  . .  .  4 


The  responsibility  for  the  sampling  of  milk  supplies  at 
retailers  premises  is  the  responsibility  of  the  Kent  County 
Council. 


It  will  be  noted  from  the  figures  submitted  by  the  Kent 
County  Council  Health  Department  that  some  30  samples  have 
been  obtained  from  retailers  within  the  Maidstone  Rural 
District.  It  is  further  indicated  that  all  samples  obtained 
proved  to  be  satisfactory. 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES 


Number  of  licenced  slaughterhouses  • .  • .  ..  . ,  2 

Number  of  premises  cleansed  during  the  year  , .  . *  2 

MEAT  INSPECTION 


Slaughterhouse 

No.  of  carcases 
slaughtered 

Per  Cent 

West  End,  Marden  . 

417 

32^ 

High  Street,  Staplehurst 

898 

68% 

Total  . .  . , 

1,315 

100% 

Total  carcases  examined 


»  : 

,  Pigs  i  Sheep 

i  i 

_  ,  i  „  i  Other!  m  ,  _  ! 

Calves  i  Cows  !  .  i  Total  j 

i  Bovine t 

_ ..  t...  .. .  .  _ _ t 

No*,  examined 

4?4 

608 

4 

- 

0 

229 

1,315  \ 

No.  passed 

4l6 

581 

4 

0 

210 

1,211  j 

Completely 

condemned 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

Partially 

condemned 

58 

27 

0 

0 

19 

104  j 

Tuberculosis 


Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves i Cows 

1 

j 

Other 

Bovine 

! 

Total  ! 

...  ! 

jNo.  examined 

474 

608 

4  j  0 

• 

229 

1,315  | 

Completely 
j  condemned 

0 

0 

1 

i 

0  0 

0 

1 

0  ! 

Partially 

condemned 

10 

0 

'  k 

i 

0  |  0 

i 

0 

! 

10  1 

Other  Diseases 


l 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Cows 

Other 

Bovine 

J 

Total  j 

No,  examined 

474 

608 

4 

0 

229 

1,315  | 

Completely 

i 

condemned 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  ! 

- - 

Partially 

1 

1 

i 

1 

condemned 

47 

28 

0 

0 

19 

94 1 

1 
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SLAUGHTERHOUSES  IN  DETAIL 


High  Street,  Staplehurst  - 

No.  examined 

Completely  condemned 

Partially  condemned 

Pigs 

Sheep 

Calves 

Cows 

uwitar  ] 

Bovine 

272 

45 

0 

0 

100 

1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

30 

0 

0 

0 

1 

West  End,  Marden  - 

No «  examined 

Completely  condemned 

Partially  condemned 

i 

202 

563 

4 

0 

129 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

28 

29 

0 

0 

16 

j 

MEAT  INSPECTION 

The  total  number  of  carcases  examined  during  this  year  has, 
within  close  limits,  been  the  same  as  the  previous  year.  In 
actual  fact  there  has  been  a  decrease  of  some  68  carcases  and 
this  can  perhaps  be  attributed  to  the  fact  that  the  two 
slaughterhouses  within  the  area  slaughter  for  their  own  trade. 

It  would  also  appear  that  a  time  factor  is  involved  and  even 
these  butchers  are  having  to  resort  to  buying  more  of  their 
supply  from  wholesalers. 

Similar  to  previous  years,  the  co-operation  of  the  operators 
has  ensured  that  lOQP/o  meat  inspection  of  all  carcases  slaughtered 
within  the  Rural  District  has  been  maintained. 


Diseases  of  Animals  (Waste  Foods)  Order,  1937 ♦ 


There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  number  of  registered 
plants  within  the  area  during  the  year.  No  complaints  concerning 
the  operation  of  these  plants  have  been  received  and  routine 
visits  to  ensure  that  operators  meet  their  obligations  under  the 
above  Order  have  been  carried  out  wherever  possible. 
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MEAT  INSPECTION 


Reason  for  Condemnation 


Reason 

Completely 

condemned 

Partially 

condemned 

Tuberculosis 

0 

10 

Abscesses 

0 

8 

Pleurisy 

0 

6 

Ascaris  Lumbricoides 

0 

6 

Pneumonia 

0 

18 

Pericarditis 

0 

4 

Parasitic  infection 

0 

13 

Cirrhosis 

0 

6 

Pyaemia 

1 

0 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

0 

2 

Blood  Splashing 

0 

2 

Peritonitis 

0 

3 

Congestion 

0 

4 

Bruising 

0 

1 

Arthritis 

0 

1 

Liver  Fluke 

0 

1 

Cysticercus  Ovis 

0 

3 

Telangiectasis 

0 

1 

Necrosis 

0 

1 

The  incidence  of  Tuberculosis  in  carcases  compares 
favourably  with  last  year’s  figures  and  was  found  in  each 
case  to  be  in  pig  carcases.  In  no  instances  were  the 
infections  generalised,  all  infections  being  confined  to 
the  head  and  were  determined  as  being  of  the  avian  variety. 

It  will  also  be  noted  that  this  year  there  is  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  carcases  affected  with  pneumonia. 
It  is  thought  that  this  increase  of  infection  can  be 
attributed  to  the  severe  winter. 
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KENT  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1933 


Details  of  samples  taken  by  the  County  Sampling  Officers 
within  the  MAIDSTONE  RURAL  DISTRICT  during  the  year 
ended  31st  December,  1963 


Article  No, 


A«P«C.  Tablets  .  . .  ..  . .  1 

Aspirin  B.P.  .  1 

Bitter  Orange  .  1 

Blackcurrant  .  1 

Cambridge  Pork  Sausages . 1 

Camphorated  Oil  B.P.C .  1 

Cascara  Sagrada  1 

Cheese  Preparation  . 1 

Cheshire  Cheese  1 

Compound  Tablets  of  Codeine  .  1 

Cranberry  Sauce  .  1 

Currants  . . .  ..  .  1 

Double  Devon  Cream  ..  ..  1 

Fruit  Malt  Loaf  1 

Gin  1 

Glycerine  and  Borax  B.P.C .  1 

Instant  Chocolate  .  , «  1 

Instant  Coffee  ..  ..  ..  ..  .  1 

Instant  Coffee  100%  Pure  .  1 

Maxade  The  Crystal  Drink  .  1 

Meat  Pies  ..  ..  ..  .  1 

Meat  Pudding  . 1 

Mikky  Chocolate  Flavour  Drink  with  added  Glucose  1 

Milk  .  . .  ..  . .  . «  30 

Orange  Drink  . .  ..  ..  ..  . .  ..  3 

Orange  Squash  . .  , .  .  1 

Pure  Honey  . .  ..  .  1 

Raisins  ..  .  1 

Raspberry  Fruit  Pie  with  added  Apple  ....  1 

Sausage  Rolls  ..  ..  . . .  1 

Sherbet  Dabs  . .  . .  1 

Steak  and  Kidney  with  Gravy  . .  . .  . .  . .  • «  1 

Sunny  Spread  .  1 

Tea  2 

Vi-Dris  Drink  .  1 

Whisky  . .  ..  ..  . . .  ..  3 


Total  72 


Summary 


Milk 

30 

Drugs 

6 

Spirits 

•4 

Other  samples 

32 

72 

44 
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FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT,  1955  (continued) 


All  of  the  samples  taken  were  satisfactory  with  the 
exception  of  the  following  : 

Sample  of 

Orange  Drink.  As  the  potable  fruit  content  did  not 

exceed  8%  the  makers  were  reminded  of 
the  recommendation  of  a  minimum  of 
10%  by  the  Food  Standards  Committee. 


Steak  and 
Kidney  with 
Gravy. 


The  makers  were  informed  of  the 
recommended  minimum  of  75%  by  the 
Food  Standards  Committee. 
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ICE  CREAM 


Number  of  Samples 


Methylene  Blue 
Test  Group 


Pathogenic 

organisms 

cultivated 


6 

4 


1 


ll 


0 


0 


0 


111 


0 


0 


IV 


0 


Samples  of  ice  cream  sold  within  your  area  have  been 
obtained  during  the  year.  In  each  case  the  samples  were 
obtained  from  retailers'  premises. 

The  number  of  samples,  have  of  necessity  due  to 
pressure  of  work  been  reduced  but  a  cross  section  of  the 
vadous  manufacturers  products  were  sampled  as  a  safeguard. 
It  will  be  noted  from  the  statistics  that  the  results  all 
fell  within  the  test  groups  1  and  2,  both  groups  results 
indicate  a  satisfactory  product. 
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RODENT  CONTROL 


Summary  of  Inspections  and  Surveys  made  under  the  Rodent  Control 


 — . . — - — 

Local  Authorityl 

Dwelling 

Houses 

Agricul¬ 

tural 

All  Other 
(incl. 
Business 
Premises) 

Total  j 
f 

1 

i 

Total  number  of  pro¬ 
perties  m  Local 

Authority's  area 

9 

5,980 

1,142 

782 

i 

7,9i3  J 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result 
of  Notification 

3 

258 

3 

15 

n.  '  » 

274 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  as  a  result 
of  Survey  or  other¬ 
wise 

6 

20 

25 

231 

J 

OO  | 
cxi 

- - 

Total  number  of 
inspections  and 
re-inspections 
carried  out 

69 

1,453 

4o6 

475 

2,403 

Number  of  properties 
inspected  found  to 

Rats 

6 

274 

27 

25 

332 

be  infested  by 

Mice 

4 

1 

2 

7 

1 

Number  of  infested 
properties  treated 
by  Local  Authority 
(completed) 

9 

278 

28 

27 

342 

... 

Total  treatments 
carried  out,  incl¬ 
uding  re-treatments 
(completed) 

18 

302 

82 

53 

1 

j 

i 

455  j 

i 

Number  of  "Block" 
control  schemes 
carried  out 

I 

!32 

1 

i 

! 

• 

Once  again  an  active  programme  of  rodent  control  within  the 
Maidstone  Rural  District  area  has  been  carried  out.  In  addition  to  the 
normal  private  complaints  dealt  with,  routine  treatments  of  Council 
premises  such  as  sewage  works  and  the  refuse  tip  have  received  regular 
i  treatments.  Statistics  indicate  no  severe  infestation  at  any  of  these 
premises. 


Similar  to  previous  years,  the  Contract  system  offered  to  farmers 
(  business  premises  within  the  area  has  continued  to  flourish.  The 
success  of  this  service  being  due  to  the  efficiency  and  enthusiasm 
:  of  your  Rodent  Operator. 
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Birth-rates,  Death-rates  and  Analysis  of  Mortality 
in  the  year  19&3 
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GENERAL  SUMMARY 


Estimated  resident  population,  1963  .  •«  . 

Area  (in  acres)  .  ..  «.  . 

Density  . .  ..  « 

Annual  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

crude 

corrected  - 

Annual  Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

crude  - 
corrected  - 

Male  Female 


Births .  . . .  220  2o6 

Deaths  * .  159  171 

Excess  of  births  over  deaths  * .  6l  35 

Tuberculosis  death  rate- 


Pulmonary  . 

Non-pulmonary  . .  «,  *  • .  .  • 

Cancer  death  rate  per  1,000  population  .  ». 


49. 


21,750 

34,487 

.630 

19.58 

21.14 


15.17 

10.77 

Total 

426 

330 

96 

0.09 

Nil 

2.25 
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